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Washington’s Challenge: To enroll more Washington citizens in
baccalaureate institutions to earn degrees that will sustain our economy.
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INVESTMENT REPORT: DEGREE PRODUCTIVITY, PARTICIPATION, & FUNDING

Washington’s 4-Year Public College & Universities:
Leading the Nation

Higher education is the foundation upon which we will continue to build our state’s innovation economy
and position Washington to be globally competitive. Our economy relies on the rigorous fundamental
and applied scientific research, combined with teaching and learning, that is uniquely at the center of the
baccalaureate mission. Baccalaureate institutions provide the highest quality learning experiences that
prepare our students to become leaders and innovators in this global economy.

— Council of Presidents

Washington’s Success Story

Through the guidance of the legislature and the determined efforts of our higher education
institutions over the last two decades, our public baccalaureate sector is now one of the most
productive and efficient in the nation- despite being one of the least state funded. Washington'’s
public baccalaureate institutions have demonstrated continual improvements in degree completion

and productivity, making Washington one of the best performing states in the country in producing
degrees relative to state investments. («elly, 2009)

- Washington’s comprehensive institutions, and Evergreen, were rated number one in the nation in
completion and degree productivity relative to funding per FTE. (kelly and Jones, 2005)

« Our public research institutions award more bachelor’s degrees per FTE student than research
institutions in any other state.

- Washington is 2nd in the nation in degree productivity at the graduate level. (reps)
«  Our freshmen retention rate is among the highest in the nation. r:ps)
-+ Our six-year graduation rate for first-time freshmen ranks 3 in the nation and has improved by 9%

in the last decade. This means 1,350 more of the freshmen class entering our campuses today will
earn bachelor’s degrees than they would have 10 years ago. (rps)

KEYS TO SUCCESS

LEADERSHIP by the Governor, Legislature and our 4-Year Higher Education Institutions

RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP of the State’s Baccalaureate assets and resources

FOCUSED ENGAGEMENT to address Washington’s goals, challenges, and economic vitality
PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIONS among sectors, institutions, agencies, businesses, and communities
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