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The Council of Presidents (COP) is an association of Washington’s six public baccalaureate degree granting 
college and universities. Located in Olympia, Washington, COP strives to be a common voice for the public 
baccalaureate sector and the most respected and trusted resource for decision makers on issues affecting public 
higher education. COP serves as the coordinating role for a number of initiatives and activities common to the 
public baccalaureate institutions, fostering coordination and collaboration among the public baccalaureates as 
well as with other educational partners, both in Washington and nationally.

This report is also available online at http://www.councilofpresidents.org.
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Academic Affairs 

1

New in 2018  
International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge Credit Awarding Policies – November 1, 2020 and 
Biennially Thereafter – The institutions of higher education must conduct biennial reviews of their IB and 
Cambridge international credit policies and report noncompliance to the appropriate committees of the 
legislature by November 1st of each year, beginning November 1, 2020. (SB 5917, 2018 Session Law)

International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge Credit Awarding Policies – Posting of Policies – Fall 2018 
– The credit policies regarding IB and Cambridge international examinations must be posted on campus web 
sites effective for the fall 2018 academic term. (SB 5917, 2018 Session Law)

Advanced Placement (AP) International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge Credit Awarding Policies – 
JLARC Update – December 5, 2018 – Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC) has requested 
Council of Presidents and the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges to update the committee on 
the plans and progress that higher education institutions are making to implement ESB 5234 (2017) and ESB 
5917 (2018). (JLARC Letter; SB 5917, 2018 Session Law; SB 5234, 2017 Session Law; RCW 28B.10.054)

Open Educational Resources Grant Program – No Date – Participants in open education resource grant 
program must report back to the student achievement council on the use of the grant.

Open Educational Resources Grant Program – Student Achievement Council – December 1, 2019 – The 
Student Achievement Council shall report to the appropriate committees of the legislature by December 1, 2019, 
on the open educational resources grant pilot program and on the outreach conducted regarding a multistate 
open educational resources network. The report must include information on the number of grant applications 
received, the number of grants awarded, and an evaluation of how the grants were used to expand the use of 
open educational resources.

Open Educational Resources Grant Program – Student Achievement Council – December 1, 2019 – The 
Washington State Institute for Public Policy shall conduct a study on the cost of textbooks and course materials 
and the use of open educational resources at four–year institutions of higher education across the state and 
submit a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature. The institute shall conduct outreach to relevant 
stakeholders, including representatives of the publishing community, prior to drafting their final report. 
To the extent data are available, the study should address: (a) The types of and average cost per student for 
required textbooks and course materials, including digital access codes and bundled items, in the state, at each 
four–year institution of higher education, and in specific degree programs; (b) The use of open educational 
resources at four–year institutions of higher education and in specific degree programs or courses, or both; 
and (c) Any other information regarding textbooks, course materials, or best practices in the development 
and dissemination of open educational resources that the Washington state institute for public policy deems 
relevant.

PESB Collaboration with ERDC – No Date – Requires state-approved educator preparation programs to 
collect, provide data to, and enter into data-sharing agreements with the Education Research and Data Center 
(ERDC). Requires ERDC to hold, analyze, and make the data on educator preparation available for research and 
monitoring by the Professional Educator Standards Board, state-approved educator preparation programs, and 
other researchers with appropriate data-sharing agreements. (RCW 28B.77.100) 
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Advanced Placement Policy – November 1, 2019 and Annually Thereafter – The institutions of higher 
education must establish a coordinated, evidence-based policy for granting as many undergraduate college 
credits to students who have earned minimum scores of three on AP exams as possible and appropriate. 
Credit policy regarding all AP exams must be posted on campus web sites effective for the 2017 fall academic 
term. The institutions of higher education must conduct biennial reviews of their AP credit policy and 
report noncompliance to the appropriate committees of the legislature by November 1st each year beginning 
November 1, 2019. (RCW 28B.77.100)

  Dual Credit – September 1– Annually – Report to the legislative higher education committees regarding 
participation in dual credit programs. The report shall include: (a) data about student participation rates 
and academic performance including but not limited to running start, college in the high school, tech prep, 
international baccalaureate, advanced placement, and running start for the trades; (b) data on the total 
unduplicated head count of students enrolled in at least one dual credit program course; and (c) the percentage 
of students who enrolled in at least one dual credit program as percent of all students enrolled in grades nine 
through twelve. Data on student participation shall be disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, and receipt of 
free or reduced-price lunch. (RCW 28A.600.280) 

 
Prior Learning Assessment Workgroup Report – December 31 – Annually – WSAC in collaboration with 
SBCTC, COP, four-year public institutions, ICW, and the private career schools, must carry out the following 
goals: (a) Increase the number of students who receive academic credit for prior learning and the number of 
students who receive credit for prior learning that counts towards their major or towards earning their degree, 
certificate, or credential, while ensuring that credit is awarded only for high quality, course-level competencies; 
(b) Increase the number and type of academic credits accepted for prior learning in institutions of higher 
education, while ensuring that credit is awarded only for high quality, course-level competencies; (c) Develop 
transparent policies and practices in awarding academic credit for prior learning; (d) Improve prior learning 
assessment practices across the institutions of higher education; (e) Create tools to develop faculty and staff 
knowledge and expertise in awarding credit for prior learning and to share exemplary policies and practices 
among institutions of higher education; (f) Develop articulation agreements when patterns of credit for prior 
learning are identified for particular programs and pathways; and (g) Develop outcome measures to track 
progress on the goals outlined in this section. (RCW 28B.77.230)

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate – June 2017 and Each Odd-Numbered Year – 
Institutions of higher education shall collaboratively develop a master list of postsecondary courses that can 
be fulfilled by taking the AP, IB, or other recognized college-level proficiency examinations and meeting the 
qualifying examination score/demonstrated competencies for lower division general education requirements 
or postsecondary professional technical requirements. From the list each institution shall create and publish a 
list of its courses that can be satisfied by successful proficiency examination scores/demonstrated competencies 
for lower division general education requirements or postsecondary professional technical requirements. 
Qualifying examination scores and demonstrated competencies must also be published. Institutions that have a 
clearly published policy of awarding credit for the AP, IB, or other recognized college-level placement exams and 
does not require those credits to meet specific course requirements but generally applies those credits towards 
degree requirements does not have to develop a master list. (RCW 28B.10.053)

Textbooks – No Date – State institutions of higher education must disclose information to students on required 
course materials including but not limited to title, authors, edition, price and ISBN at least four weeks before 
the start of class for which the materials are required. The chief academic officer may waive the disclosure 



Council of Presidents: 2018 Public Baccalaureate Institution State-Level Reporting Requirements

The Council of Presidents December 20183

requirement on a case-by-case basis, if students may reasonably expect that nearly all information regarding 
course materials is available four weeks before the start of the class for which the materials are required. The 
requirement does not apply if the faculty member using the course materials is hired four weeks or less before 
the start of class. (RCW 28B.10.590) 

College in the High School – No Date – The state universities, regional universities and The Evergreen 
State College must accept the transfer of college-level courses taken by students under RCW 28A.600.290 or 
28A.600.300 if a student seeking a transfer of the college level courses has been admitted to the state university, 
the regional university or The Evergreen State College and if the college-level courses are recognized as 
transferrable by the admitting institution of higher education. (2015-17 Operating Budget, Section 603, SB 
6052)

Accommodations for Religious Actvities – No Date – Institutions of higher education must develop policies 
to accommodate student absences for up to two days per academic year, to allow students to take holidays 
for reasons of faith or conscience or for organized activities conducted under the auspices of a religious 
denomination, church, or religious organization, so that students’ grades are not adversely impacted by the 
absences. (RCW 28B.10.039)

Accelerated Degrees – No Date – All public baccalaureate institutions shall report on their plans for the 
accelerated baccalaureate degree programs to WSAC for approval. All public baccalaureate institutions may 
develop accelerated baccalaureate degree programs that will allow academically qualified students to obtain 
baccalaureate degrees in three years without attending summer classes or enrolling in more than a full-time 
class load during the regular academic year. (RCW 28B.10.118)

Accommodation for Active Military Duty – No Date – A member of the Washington National Guard or any 
other military reserve component who is a student at an institution of higher education and who is ordered for 
a period of 30 days or less to either active or inactive state or federal service and as a result of that service or 
a follow-up medical treatment for injury incurred during that service misses any of the following: class, test, 
examination, laboratory, class day on which a written or oral assignment is due, or other event upon which a 
course grade or evaluation is based, is entitled to make up these events without prejudice to the final course 
grade or evaluation. (RCW 28B.10.270)

Completion of Transfer Students – No Date – Each public baccalaureate institution must develop a minimum 
of one degree within the arts and sciences disciplines that can be completed within the equivalent of 90 quarter 
upper division credits by any student who enters an a public, baccalaureate institution with junior status and 
lower division general education requirements completed. (RCW 28B.10.696(4)) 

Transfer Courses – No Date – Each public baccalaureate institution must publish a list of recommended 
courses for each academic major designed to help students who are planning to transfer design their course of 
study. The requirements to publish a list of recommended courses for each academic major does not apply if an 
institution does not require courses or majors to meet specific requirements but generally applies credits earned 
towards degree requirements. (RCW 28B.10.696(5) & (6)) 

Changed to Fee Based Programs – No Date – When a decision is being considered to change an existing 
degree program that is supported by state funding to a program that is self-supporting and fee-based higher 
education institutions must publicly notify prospective students, including notification in admission offers 
with an estimate of tuition/fees, notify enrolled students and undergraduate or graduate student government 
associations at least six months before implementation with an estimate of tuition and fees, and allow students 
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currently enrolled in the program to continue in the state-supported program structure for a consecutive 
amount of time no greater than four years in length. (RCW 28B.15.071)

Conservation Corps – No Date – Department of Ecology – To the degree practicable must coordinate 
recruitment activities for the Conservation Corps with any interested postsecondary educational institution. 
(RCW 43.220.070)

Launch Year – No Date – Public High Schools of the State – Must provide a program directly or in 
cooperation with a community or technical college or another school district for students whose educational 
plans include application for entrance to a baccalaureate-granting institution after being granted a high school 
diploma. Within existing resources, work towards the goal of offering a sufficient number of high school courses 
that give students the opportunity to earn the equivalent of a year’s worth of postsecondary credit towards a 
certificate, apprenticeship program, technical degree or associate or baccalaureate degree. (RCW 28A.230.130)

Dual Credit Website – No Date – Annually – WSAC – Publish on its website the agreed-upon list of high 
school courses qualifying for postsecondary credit in RCW 28B.10.053 and examination qualifying scores and 
demonstrated competencies meeting the postsecondary requirements for a certificate or technical degree, a two-
year academic transfer degree, or the lower division requirements for a baccalaureate degree. (RCW 28B.77.200)

Transfer Courses – No Date – SBCTC – Must identify and publish in their admission materials the college 
level courses that are recognized by all public baccalaureate institutions of higher education as transferable 
to the four-year institutions of higher education. Create a list of courses that satisfy the basic requirements, 
distribution requirements, and approved electives for a one-year academic completion certificate and a 
transferrable associate of arts or sciences degree. (RCW 28B.50.785) 

Transfer Courses – No Date – SBCTC Jointly with the Public Baccalaureate Institutions – Must develop a list 
of academic courses that are equivalent to one-years’ worth of general education credit and that would transfer 
for that purpose to any other two or four-year institution of higher education. The student may be issued a one-
year academic completion certificate. (RCW 28B.10.696(3))

Educator Exams – No Date – PESB – The PESB may identify and accept other tests and test scores as long 
as the tests are comparable in rigor to the basic skills assessment and candidates meet or exceed the basic 
skills requirements established by the board. The board must set the acceptable score for admission to teacher 
certification programs at no lower than the average national scores for the SAT or ACT. (RCW 28A.410.220)

4
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Business & Finance

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University of Washington Contracting  – September – Annually – The University of Washington CPARB 
contract reporting was modified to included additional contracting groups. Beginning in September 2010 and 
every other September thereafter, the university shall provide a report to the capital projects advisory review 
board which must, at a minimum, include a list of rosters used, contracts awarded, and a description of outreach 
to and participation by women and minority-owned Businesses office of minority and women’s business 
enterprises-certified small business entities, disadvantaged business enterprises, veterans, and  
women and minority-owned business use rates on the projects. (RCW 288.20.744)

Expiration of Spending Programs – No Date – Every new statutory state spending program shall include an 
expiration date that is no more than ten years from the effective date of the spending program and include a 
state spending performance statement. (RCW 43, SB 5944)

Continuity of Operations Plan – No Date – Each state agency is responsible for developing an organizational 
continuity of operations plan that is updated and exercised annually in compliance with the program for 
interagency coordination of continuity of operations planning. (RCW 38.52.030) 

Small Business Technical Assistance – November 15, 2017 and  Every Two Years Thereafter – All state 
purchasing agencies shall submit a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature providing verifiable 
information regarding the effects of the technical assistance under RCW 43.19.725(3) is having on the number 
of small businesses actually receiving state contracts for goods and services. (RCW 43.19.727)

New in 2018 
Higher Education Compensation Study and Tuition Fund Split – Washington State Institute for Public 
Policy – November 1, 2018 (Delayed) – Washington state institute of public policy to review the higher 
education funding models in ten states with higher education systems that are similar to Washington state, 
and report to the legislature by November 1, 2018. The review must include a breakdown of: (i) The method 
used to determine state funding levels for institutions of higher education; (ii) The proportion of state funding 
that comes from the state general fund or that state’s equivalent accounts for salary and benefit increases at 
institutions of higher education; (iii) The manner in which salary and benefit increases are determined at or on 
behalf of employees at institutions of higher education; (iv) The total proportion of state fundinstg that comes 
from the state general fund or that state’s equivalent accounts for institutions of higher education. (SB 6032 
Section 606, 2018 Session Law)

Community and Technical College Compensation Study – State Board for Community of Technical 
College – August 15, 2018; October 1, 2018 – the State Board for Community of Technical College are to 
contract with an independent professional consulting service to: (i) Collect academic, classified, and professional 
employee total compensation data, source of funding, and the duties or categories for which that compensation 
is paid; (ii) Identify comparable market rate salaries; (iii) Incorporate, as appropriate, data from the office of 
financial management from the compensation studies conducted pursuant to the 2017–2019 memorandum of 
understanding between the state of Washington community college coalition and the Washington federation 
of state employees re: regional compensation issues; and (iv) Provide analysis regarding whether a local labor 
market adjustment formula should be implemented, and if so which market adjustment factors and methods 
should be used. (SB 6032 Section 601, 2018 Session Law)
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Small Business Contract –No Date – All state purchasing agencies must use the web-based information system 
created by GA to capture data regarding the number of registered small businesses that have been awarded 
state procurement contracts, the percentage of total state dollars spent for goods and services purchased from 
registered small businesses and the number of registered small businesses that have bid on but were not awarded 
state purchasing contracts. (RCW 43.19.727)

Electronic Forms –No Date – In any instance where a state agency requires that a business submit a document, 
form, or payment of a fee in paper format, the state agency must provide the business an option to submit 
such requirement electronically. Agencies must document how they plan to transition from paper to electronic 
forms. (RCW 43.17.095)

Print Management Services –No Date – Department of Enterprise Services (DES) – All state agencies with 
a total annual average full-time equivalent staff that exceeds 1,000 as determined by OFM shall utilize print 
management services brokered by the Department of Enterprise Services. The director of OFM may exempt a 
state agency from the requirements of this section. (RCW 43.19.733(3) & (6))

Printing Services – No Date – DES – State agencies, boards, commission, institutions of higher education 
requiring services of a print shop may use public printing services provided by DES. If a print job is put out for 
bid, DES must be included in the bid solicitation. (RCW 43.19.736)

Standardized Envelopes – No Date – DES – All state agencies with total annual average full-time equivalent 
staff that exceeds 500 as determined by OFM shall cooperate with the DES in efforts to standardize envelopes. 
(RCW 43.19.745)

Common Vendor Registration and Bid Notification System – No Date – DES – Must develop a plan for state 
agencies to increase the number of small businesses registering in the state’s common vendor registration and 
bid notification system, the number of such registered small businesses annually receiving state contracts for 
goods and services purchased by the state; and the percentage of total state dollars spent for goods and services 
purchased from such registered small businesses. All state agencies may adopt the model plan, but if an agency 
does not adopt the model plan then the agency must establish and implement a plan consistent with the goals in 
the model plan. (RCW 43.19.725)

Contract Records – No Date – DES – All state purchasing agencies must maintain records of state purchasing 
contracts awarded to registered small businesses in order to track outcomes and provide accurate, verifiable 
information regarding the effects of technical assistance from the state purchasing and material control director. 
(RCW 43.19.725(4))

Contract Records – No Date – DES – Agencies must annually submit to the department a list of all contracts 
that the agency has entered into or renewed. “Contracts,” for the purposes of this section, does not include 
purchase orders. The department must maintain a publicly available list of all contracts entered into by agencies 
during each fiscal year, except that contracts for the employment of expert witnesses for the purposes of 
litigation shall not be made publicly available to the extent that information is exempt from disclosure under 
state law. Except as otherwise exempt, the data must identify the contracting agency, the contractor, the purpose 
of the contract, effective dates and periods of performance, the cost of the contract and funding source, any 
substantive modifications to the contract, and whether the contract was competitively procured or awarded on a 
sole source basis. (RCW 39.26.210)
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Capital Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facility Inventory – Annually – The inventory system to account for all facilities owned or leased by state 
government at OFM must be updated by all agencies, departments, boards, commission and institutions. (RCW 
43.82.150)

Job Order Contract – No Date – Annually – Each year, a public body shall provide to the board the following 
information for each job order contract for the period July 1st through June 30th:(1) A list of work orders 
issued; (2) The cost of each work order; (3) A list of subcontractors hired under each work order; (4) If 
requested by the board, a copy of the intent to pay prevailing wage and the affidavit of wages paid for each work 
order subcontract; and (5) Any other information requested by the board. (RCW 39.10.460)

Preservation Projects – No Date – OFM shall refresh preservation information that reside in the state’s 
comparable framework for higher education buildings including any necessary revisions or adjustments that 
will enable more direct translation of information, updates for last renewal or replacement or major systems and 
quality assurance field sampling. Prior to submitting any higher education institution renovation or replacement 

7

New in 2018 
Higher Education Facility Study – Office of Financial Management – December 1, 2018 – The office of 
financial management shall submit a higher education facility study to the governor and the appropriate 
legislative fiscal committees by December 1, 2018, in consultation with legislative and fiscal committee 
leadership, the state board for community and technical colleges, and the public four–year institutions of higher 
education, The study must include: (1) Learning space utilization standards for higher education facilities. The 
standards may include, but are not limited to; (2) Reasonableness of cost standards for higher education capital 
facilities; (3) A criteria scoring and prioritization matrix for use by four–year higher education institutions and 
other decision makers to produce single prioritized lists of higher education capital projects that consists of two 
components. (SB 6095 Section 1023, 2018 Session Law)

Public Four–Year Capital Scoring – August 15, 2018 – In lieu of the established list of institutional priorities, 
the institutions of higher education shall prepare and submit or resubmit to the office of financial management 
and the legislative fiscal committees (a) Individual project proposals developed pursuant to the OFM capital 
scoring process; (b) Individual project proposals scored in prior biennia pursuant to the OFM capital scoring 
process; and (c) a prioritized list of up to five project proposals submitted of these scored projects. ( SB 6095 
Section 7013, 2018 Session Law; RCW 43.88D.010)

Public Four–Year Capital Scoring – Office of Financial Management – November 1, 2018 for 2017–19 
Biennium (Delayed) – The office of financial management must score higher education capital project criteria 
with a rating scale that assesses how well a particular project satisfies those criteria. The office of financial 
management may not use a rating scale that weighs the importance of those criteria. ( SB 6095 Section 7013, 
2018 Session Law; RCW 43.88D.010)

Public Four–Year Capital Scoring – Office of Financial Management – for the 2017–19 Fiscal Biennium 
– The office of financial management may, but is not obligated to, develop one prioritized list of capital 
projects for the legislature to consider that includes all of the projects requested by the four–year institutions 
of higher education that were scored by the office of financial management pursuant to chapter 43.88D RCW, 
including projects that were previously scored but not funded. (SB 6095 Section 7014, 2018 Session Law; RCW 
43.88D.010)
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building project for consideration for funding as part of a capital budget request, to OFM or directly to the 
legislature, colleges and universities must have completed and submitted all necessary information as required 
by the state facility inventory and condition assessment systems. (2015-17 Capital Budget, Section 1081, HB 
1115)

Electronic Bids – No Date – OCIO – In coordination with DES and all state agencies with contracting 
authority under Chapter 39 must establish standards and policies for the electronic submittal of bids and 
electronic signatures in public works contracting and competitive bidding process. (RCW 39.04.390)

Information Technology (IT)

Reporting to OCIO of Enterprise-wide Application – No Date – With regard to institutions of higher 
education the powers of the Office of Chief Information Officer and the provisions with regard to this Office 
apply to business and administrative applications but do not apply to academic and research applications and 
medical, clinical, and health care applications, including the business and administrative applications for such 
operations. Institutions of higher education must disclose to the Office any proposed academic applications that 
are enterprise-wide in nature relative to the needs and interests of other institutions of higher education. (RCW 
43.41A.010)

OCIO Purchasing Standards – No Date – OCIO must coordinate with state agencies with an annual IT 
expenditure that exceeds $10 million to implement an IT business management program to monitor financial 
performance and identify savings and efficiencies. OCIO must develop statewide purchasing standards for 
technology networking equipment and services. Competitive purchasing statutes do not apply to IT purchases 
by state agencies if the purchase is $100,000 or less, the purchase is approved by OCIO, and the agency director 
and OCIO prepare a public document providing a detailed justification. Higher education institutions must 
provide OCIO with information on proposed expenditures on business and administrative IT applications to 
allow OCIO to evaluate the expenditure. (RCW 43.88.092)

8
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Performance & Accountability 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Plans – September 1, 2017 and every two years thereafter – All public baccalaureate institutions 
must negotiate a performance plan with OFM that includes expected outcomes that must be achieved in the 
subsequent biennium. Each plan must include: (a) Time and credits to degree; (b) Retention and success of 
students from low-income, diverse, or underrepresented communities; (c) Baccalaureate degree production for 
resident students; and (d) Degree production in high-employer demand programs of study and critical state 
need areas. (RCW 28B.15.101) 

Public Four-Year Dashboard – December 1 – Annually – To provide consistent, easily understood data among 
the public four-year institutions of higher education within Washington and in other states, the following 
data must be reported to the education data center annually by December 1st, and at a minimum include data 
recommended by a national organization representing state chief executives. The education data center in 

9

New in 2018 
Athletic Programs with Fiscal Deficits Posting Plans on Website – No Date – If a college or university’s 
programs experience an operating deficit at the end of any fiscal year, the board of trustees or regents must:(a) 
Approve a plan for how the programs will reduce operating deficits in future fiscal years; (b) Conspicuously post 
to the college or university’s web site the financial statements of the programs for the three prior fiscal years and 
the plan to reduce operating deficits. (SB 6493, 2018 Session Law) 

University of Washington Transparency and Accountability – University of Washington – 2017-2019 
Biennium – The University of Washington shall comply with any and all financial and accountability audits by 
the Washington state auditor including any and all audits of university services offered to the general public, 
including those offered through any public–private partnership, business venture, affiliation, or joint venture 
with a public or private entity, except the government of the United States. The university shall comply with 
all state auditor requests for the university’s financial and business information including the university’s 
governance and financial participation in these public–private partnerships, business ventures, affiliations, or 
joint ventures with a public or private entity. In any instance in which the university declines to produce the 
information to the state auditor, the university will provide the state auditor a brief summary of the documents 
withheld and a citation of the legal or contractual provision that prevents disclosure. The summaries must be 
compiled into a report by the state auditor and provided on a quarterly basis to the legislature. (SB 6032 Section 
602, 2018 Session Law)

Student Complaint Portal for Private Vocational Schools and For–Profit Institutions – Student 
Achievement Council, Workforce Training Board, Department of Licensing – November 1, 2018 and 
Annually Thereafter – The persons staffing the student complaint portal for private vocational schools and 
for–profit institutions will report to the legislature annually by November 1, 2018, the number of complaints and 
their resolution status. (HB 1439, 2018 Session Law)

For–Profit Institutions and Private Vocational Schools – Student Achievement Council – December 31, 
2018– Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, up to seventy–five thousand 
dollars, the student achievement council must continue administering the two–part study of for–profit degree–
granting institutions and private vocational schools that was authorized under section 609, chapter 36, Laws of 
2016 sp. sess. (HB 1439, 2018 Session Law)
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consultation with the council may change the data requirements to be consistent with best practices across the 
country. This data must, to the maximum extent possible, be disaggregated by race and ethnicity, gender, state 
and county of origin, age, and socioeconomic status, and include the following for the four-year institutions 
of higher education: (a) Bachelor’s degrees awarded; (b)Graduate and professional degrees awarded; (c) 
Graduation rates: The number and percentage of students who graduate within four years for bachelor’s degrees 
and within the extended time, which is six years for bachelor’s degrees; (d) Transfer rates: The annual number 
and percentage of students who transfer from a two-year to a four-year institution of higher education; (e) 
Time and credits to degree: The average length of time in years and average number of credits that graduating 
students took to earn a bachelor’s degree; (f) Enrollment in remedial education: The number and percentage 
of entering first-time undergraduate students who place into and enroll in remedial mathematics, English, or 
both; (g) Success beyond remedial education: The number and percentage of entering first-time undergraduate 
students who complete entry college-level math and English courses within the first two consecutive academic 
years; (h) Credit accumulation: The number and percentage of first-time undergraduate students completing 
two quarters or one semester worth of credit during their first academic year; (i) Retention rates: The number 
and percentage of entering undergraduate students who enroll consecutively from fall-to-spring and fall-to-fall 
at an institution of higher education; (j) Course completion: The percentage of credit hours completed out of 
those attempted during an academic year; (k) Program participation and degree completion rates in bachelor 
and advanced degree programs in the sciences, which includes agriculture and natural resources, biology and 
biomedical sciences, computer and information sciences, engineering and engineering technologies, health 
professions and clinical sciences, mathematics and statistics, and physical sciences and science technologies, 
including participation and degree completion rates for students from traditionally underrepresented 
populations; (l) Annual enrollment: Annual unduplicated number of students enrolled over a twelve-month 
period at institutions of higher education including by student level; (m) Annual first-time enrollment: Total 
first-time students enrolled in a four-year institution of higher education; (n) Completion ratio: Annual ratio 
of undergraduate and graduate degrees and certificates, of at least one year in expected length, awarded per 
one hundred full-time equivalent undergraduate students at the state level; (o) Market penetration: Annual 
ratio of undergraduate and graduate degrees and certificates, of at least one year in program length, awarded 
relative to the state’s population age eighteen to twenty-four years old with a high school diploma; (p) Student 
debt load: Median three-year distribution of debt load, excluding private loans or debts incurred before coming 
to the institution; (q) Data related to enrollment, completion rates, participation rates, and debt load shall be 
disaggregated for students in the following income brackets to the maximum extent possible: (i) Up to seventy 
percent of the median family income; (ii) Between seventy-one percent and one hundred twenty-five percent 
of the median family income; and (iii) Above one hundred twenty-five percent of the median family income; 
and (r) Yearly percentage increases in the average cost of undergraduate instruction. (3) Four-year institutions 
of higher education must count all students when collecting data, not only first-time, full-time freshmen.  In 
conjunction with the office of financial management, all four-year institutions of higher education must display 
the data described above in a uniform dashboard format on the office of financial management’s web site 
no later than December 1, 2012, and updated thereafter annually by December 1st. To the maximum extent 
possible, the information must be viewable by race and ethnicity, gender, state and county of origin, age, and 
socioeconomic status. The information may be tailored to meet the needs of various target audiences such as 
students, researchers, and the general public. (RCW 28B.77.090, Section (2))

Washington State Quality Award – Every Three Years – Starting in 2012, and at least once every three years 
thereafter, each agency shall apply to the Washington state quality award, or similar organization, for an 
independent assessment of its quality management, accountability, and performance system. The assessment 
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shall evaluate the effectiveness of all elements of its management, accountability, and performance system, 
including: Leadership, strategic planning, customer focus, analysis and information, employee performance 
management, and process improvement. The purpose of the assessment is to recognize best practice and 
identify improvement opportunities. (RCW 43.17.390)

College Bound Data – January 1 – Annually – WSAC and institutions of higher education eligible to 
participate in the College Bound Scholarship program shall ensure data needed to analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the college bound scholarship program is promptly transmitted to the ERDC. (RCW 28B.118)

High Demand Degrees – No Date – WSAC – Annually – Report to the Opportunity Scholarship Board, the 
Governor, and the relevant legislative committees regarding the increase in the number of degrees in high 
employer demand and other programs of study awarded by institutions of higher education over the average of 
the preceding ten academic years. (RCW 28B.145.060(6))

Personnel & Human Resources 

Collective Bargaining Agreements – Various Dates – For collective bargaining agreements negotiated by 
institutions of higher education, the institution of higher education must: (a) Provide OFM with a searchable 
version of the tentatively agreed to collective bargaining agreements to be posted on OFM’s web site within forty 
days of submitting the agreements to OFM; (b) Submit revisions and modifications to agreements to the OFM 
within ten days of the agreement being signed by both parties; and (c) Submit a summary of each agreement 
to OFM by December 10th of the year in which a master agreement was negotiated or within fifteen days of a 
contract revision. (Chapter 43.88 RCW)   
 
Personnel Data – No Date – The legislature, OFM, and other state agencies need consistent and accurate 
personnel data from institutions of higher education for policy planning purposes. Institutions of higher 
education shall report personnel data to OFM for inclusion in the agency’s data warehouse. Uniform reporting 
procedures shall be established by the office of financial management’s office of the state human resources 
director for use by the reporting institutions, including provisions for common job classifications and common 
definitions of full-time equivalent staff. Annual contract amounts, number of contract months, and funding 
sources shall be consistently reported for employees under contract. (2017-19 Operating Budget, Section 601, 
SB 5883)

Personnel Report – January 31 – Annually – By January 31st of each year, state agencies employing one 
hundred or more people must submit a report to include the number of employees from the previous calendar 
year, the number of employees classified as individuals with disabilities, the number of employees that separated 
from the state agency the previous year, the number of employees that were hired by the state agency the 
previous year, the number of employees hired from the division of vocational rehabilitation services and from 
the department of the services for the blind the previous year, the number of planned hires for the current year, 
and the opportunities for internships for the department of social and health services’ division of vocational 
rehabilitation and developmental disabilities administration and the department of the services for the blind 
client placement leading to an entry-level position placement upon successful completion for the current year 
to the human resources director, with copies to the director of the department of social and health services’ 
division of vocational rehabilitation and the governor’s disability employment task force. (RCW 43.41, HB 1636, 
2015 Session Law)
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Supplemental Benefit Plan – June 30, 2017 and Every Two Years Thereafter – Each institution of higher 
education that is responsible for payment of supplemental amounts shall contract with the state actuary for an 
actuarial valuation of their supplemental benefit plan. (RCW 28B.10.423(3))

Employment Report – No Date – Annually – Report to the Governor and the appropriate Legislative 
committees on the number of classified, Washington Management Service, and exempt employees in the 
state agency and the change compared to the previous report; the number of bonuses and performance-based 
incentives awarded to agency staff; and the cost of each bonus or incentive awarded. The information must be 
posted on the website. (RCW 41.06.133)

FTE Staff for Capital Projects – No Date – State agencies, including higher education, shall allot and report 
FTE staff for capital projects in a manner comparable to staff reporting for operating expenditures. (2015-17 
Capital Budget, Section 7009, HB 1115)

Personnel Data – No Date – Report personnel data to the DOP for inclusion in the department’s data 
warehouse. Uniform reporting procedures will be est. by the DOP for use by the reporting institution. (2015-17 
Operating Budget, Section 601(2), SB 6052)

Classified Staff – No Date – DES – The director shall adopt and maintain a comprehensive classification plan 
for all positions in the classified services. For institutions of higher education the director may adopt special 
salary ranges to be competitive with positions of a similar nature in the state or the locality in which the 
institution of higher education is located. (RCW 41.06.157(3))
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Student Affairs

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foster Youth – No Date – DSHS, OSPI, and WSAC are required to report twice a year on the programs’ 
impact on the educational outcomes of foster care youth; and by November 2018 on whether the transfer of the 
programs has resulted in better coordinated services for foster care youth. (HB 1999, 2016 Session Law)

Service and Activity Fees Expenditures – Annually – The services and activities fees committee at each 
institution of higher education, in coordination with the administration of the institution of higher education, 
shall post services and activities fees expenditure information for the prior academic year on the college or 
university web site so that the information is clearly visible and easily accessible to students and the public. 
At a minimum, the services and activities fees budget information must include all the major categories of 
expenditure and the amounts expended in each category. (RCW 28B.15.045(11)) 
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New in 2018 
Work Group to Develop Strategies for Identification and Intervention Against Potential Perpetrators 
of Mass Shootings, with an Emphasis on School Safety, and Report on Recommendations for Their 
Prevention –Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs – December 1, 2018 – A work group 
including representatives of the superintendent of public instruction, the school safety center advisory 
committee, state colleges and universities, local law enforcement, the Washington state patrol, the attorney 
general, mental health experts, victims of mass shootings, and the American civil liberties union of 
Washington, shall assess and make recommendations regarding: (i) Strategies to identify persons who may 
commit mass shootings associated with K–12 schools and colleges and universities; (ii) A survey of services 
around the state available for those experiencing a mental health crisis; (iii) A survey of state and federal laws 
related to intervening against potential perpetrators or confiscating their firearms; and (iv) Strategies used 
by other states or recommended nationally to address the problem of mass shootings. The work group shall 
submit a report, which may include findings, recommendations, and proposed legislation, to the appropriate 
committees of the legislature by December 1, 2018. (SB 6032 Section 216, 2018 Session Law)

Suicide and Behavioral Health Data Collection – June 1, 2019, and Annually Thereafter Until 2022 – 
Postsecondary institutions shall submit a report to the entity within the University of Washington school of 
social work for the purposes of establishing a baseline for behavioral health concerns and responses at the 
institutions of higher education including (a) The awareness of students, faculty, and staff regarding behavioral 
health and suicide prevention resources; (b) The institution’s counselor–to–student ratio; (c) The number of 
students referred to off–campus behavioral health providers; (d) The number of students identifying emotional 
distress as reasons for withdrawal; (e) The number of student suicide deaths; (f) The number of student 
suicide attempts that result in hospitalization; (g) Information about dissemination of material to students 
about behavioral health resources that are available on and off campus; (h) Confirmation of campus plans 
for suicide recognition and referral training that identifies groups receiving the required training and which 
groups are recommended to receive training in the future; (i) The entity or entities on campus responsible for 
the development and maintenance of the campus crisis plan that integrate policies for suicide identification, 
intervention, reentry, and postvention; (j) The campus point person or persons responsible for the crisis plan; 
and (k) Information about behavioral health services and supports available to veterans on campus. (SB 6514, 
2018 Session Law)
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Mentoring and Advising Resources – March 2016 – Annually – WSAC collaborate with college access 
providers and K-12, postsecondary and youth-serving organizations to map and coordinate mentoring and 
advising resources across the state for college bound scholarship program. (RCW 28B.118.040) 

Foster Youth – No Date – Institutions of higher education are required to explain on registration materials that 
there may be financial and support services available for students formerly in foster care. (RCW 28B.117.040) 

Courses on College Websites – No Date – Public baccalaureate institutions must post all the available options 
for course placement on the institutional websites and in admission materials. (RCW 28B.10, SB 5122, 2015 
Session Law) 

Cost of Instruction – No Date – All institutions of higher education must disclose to their undergraduate 
resident students on the tuition billing statement, in dollar figures for a full-time equivalent student: (a) The full 
cost of instruction; (b) The amount collected from student tuition and fees; and (c) The difference between the 
amounts for the full cost of instruction and the student tuition and fees (noting that this difference was paid by 
state tax moneys and other moneys. (RCW 28B.15.0681)

Revenue Sources on Student Billing – No Date – All institutions of higher education must provide the 
following via student billing statements or a web link to all undergraduate, resident students: (a) sources of all 
institutional revenue received during the prior academic or fiscal year; (b) uses of tuition revenues collected 
during the prior academic or fiscal year by program category as determined by OFM; and (c) the accountability/
performance data in RCW 28B.76.270. (RCW 28B.15.0681) 

Early Course Registration – No Date – Beginning in the 2013-14 academic year, institutions of higher 
education that offer an early course registration period for any segment of the student population must have a 
process in place to offer students who are eligible veterans or national guard members early course registration 
as follows: (a) New students who are eligible veterans or national guard members and who have completed all of 
their admission processes must be offered an early course registration period; and (b) Continuing and returning 
former students who are eligible veterans or national guard members and who have met current enrollment 
requirements must be offered early course registration among continuing students with the same level of class 
standing or credit as determined by the attending institution and according to institutional policies. Expires 
August 1, 2022. (RCW 28B.15.624)

Sexual Violence Reporting – No Date – Institutions of higher education shall make information available on 
an annual basis to all current and prospective students and employees regarding the institution’s policy and 
procedures, the responsible employee to receive complaints, and compliance with campus sexual violence 
confidentiality and reporting requirements. Institutions shall make these resources and other information 
and support available on a confidential basis to all campus sexual assault survivors. (RCW 28B, SB 5518, 2015 
Session Law)

Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence – No Date – Each institution shall develop and distribute policies 
and procedures for handling complaints of sexual harassment and sexual violence. Institutional sexual violence 
policies should include, but are not limited to, information about the institution’s Title IX compliance officer or 
other individuals at the institution responsible for handling sexual violence violations and potential criminal 
conduct. Institutions shall annually distribute these policies and procedures in writing or electronically to all 
students and employees. (RCW 28B 110.030)

College Bound Student Advising – No Date – Each higher education institution is encouraged to tailor 
advising resources for any enrolled student who is the recipient of a College Bound Scholarship. (RCW 28B.118, 
SB 5851, 2015 Session Law)
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Tuition & Financial Aid
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New in 2018
Student Loan Bill of Rights – WSAC – December 31, 2020 – The Student Achievement Council shall submit 
a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature on: (a) The implementation provisions relating to 
establishing a student loan advocate; (b) the overall effectiveness of the student loan advocate; (c) the types 
of complaints received regarding student education loan borrowing, student education loan repayments and 
servicing, and how these complaints are resolved; and (d) other data on outstanding student education loan 
issues faced by borrowers. (SB 6029, 2018 Session Law)

Student Loan Authorities – Washington State Institute for Public Policy – December 31, 2018 – The 
Washington State Institute for Public Policy shall conduct a study on student loan authorities that refinance 
existing federal and private undergraduate and graduate student loans from the proceeds of tax–exempt bonds. 
In conducting the study, the institute shall: (a) Review guidance on the subject issued by the United States 
treasury; (b) Review the structure and characteristics of state–operated loan refinance programs in other states, 
including borrower requirements; (c) Review available literature on the impacts of borrower requirements 
of similar programs; (d) Estimate potential savings and costs to undergraduate and graduate borrowers 
from differences in interest rates of loans refinanced by the state as compared to similarly situated borrowers 
of federal direct loans and private loans, issued one, five, and ten years ago; and (e) Consider the value of 
repayment and forgiveness options that may be lost to a borrower of a federal student education loan who 
chooses to refinance, including income–driven repayment options, economic hardship deferments, or public 
service loan forgiveness. (SB 6029, 2018 Session Law)

Opportunity Scholarship – Opportunity Scholarship Board December 1, Annually – The Opportunity 
Scholarship Board shall report to the Board, the Governor, and the appropriate legislative committees 
regarding the Opportunity Scholarship, Opportunity Expansion Programs, and the rural county high employer 
demand jobs program. (HB 2177, 2018 Session Law, RCW 28B.145.070)

Medical Student Loan Program – Office of Student Financial Assistance – December 1, 2020 and Annually 
Thereafter – The office shall submit an annual report regarding the program to the governor and the 
appropriate committees of the legislature describing the design and implementation of the program, and must 
include the following. (HB 2143, 2018 Session Law)

Medical Student Loan Program – Opportunity Scholarship Board – No Date – The board may report to the 
governor and the appropriate committees of the legislature with recommendations as to:

(a) Whether some or all of the scholarships should be changed to conditional scholarships that must be repaid 
in the event the participant does not complete the eligible education program; 

(b) A source or sources of funds for the opportunity expansion program in addition to the voluntary 
contributions of the high–technology research and development tax credit under RCW 82.32.800 (c) Whether 
the program should include a loan repayment or low–interest or no–interest loan component for the advanced 
degree portion of the program. (HB 2143, 2018 Session Law, RCW 28B.145.020)
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Medical Student Loan Program – Opportunity Scholarship Board – December 1, 2019, biennially 
thereafter – The board shall report to the governor and the appropriate committees of the legislature by  
December 1st of each biennium, beginning December 1, 2019, on the following: (a) A list of the eligible 
advanced degree programs and service obligation areas; (b) The number of participants in eligible advanced 
degree programs, the number of participants completing their service obligations in a service obligation 
area, and the number of participants who have completed their service obligation; and (c) The number of 
participants who did not complete their service obligation who now owe a repayment obligation and the 
reasons why the participants did not complete their service obligations.(HB 2143, 2018 Session Law, RCW 
28B.145.020)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Literacy – No Date – Institution of higher education must take reasonable steps to ensure that the 
institution presents, and each incoming student participates in, a financial education workshop that include 
recommendations by the financial education public-private partnership. (RCW 28B.76.502) 

Statements of Student Loan Debt – December 1, 2019 – Biennially – Beginning December 1, 2019, and 
biannually thereafter until December 25, 2025, institutions of higher education compliance with SB 5022(2017) 
requiring statement of total student loan debt upon packaging of new education loans. An organization 
representing the public four-year colleges and universities, an organization representing the private nonprofit 
institutions, the state board for community and technical colleges, the workforce training and education 
coordinating board, and the department of licensing under, must develop a reporting form by July 1, 2018. (SB 
5022, 2017 Session Law). The organizations must submit a report in compliance with RCW 43.01.036 to the 
legislature that details how the educational institutions are in compliance with this section.  (RCW 28B.10.285)

Opportunity Scholarship – Annually – The Opportunity Scholarship Board shall report to the Board, the 
Governor, and the appropriate legislative committees regarding the Opportunity Scholarship and Opportunity 
Expansion Programs. (RCW 28B.145.070) 

Tuition Setting Authority Study – December 1, 2018 – Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLARC) 
– Determine the impact of institutional tuition-setting authority on student access and affordability and 
completion and provide recommendations on whether to continue the authority beyond the 2018-19 academic 
year. (RCW 44.28.816)

Opportunity Expansion Program Evaluation – December 1, 2018 – JLARC – Evaluate the Opportunity 
Scholarship and Opportunity Expansion programs and submit a report to the appropriate legislative committees. 
(RCW 28B.145.080)

College Bound Study – December 1, 2018 – WSIPP – Shall complete an evaluation of the College Bound 
Scholarship program and submit a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature. (RCW 28B.118, SB 
5851, 2015 Session Law)

State Need Grant Information – No Date – Higher education institutions must take reasonable steps to ensure 
that each State Need Grant recipient receives information outlined in RCW 28B.76.502 This information 
includes: (a) An explanation of the state need grant program rules, including maintaining satisfactory progress, 
repayment rules, and usage limits; (b) Information on campus and private scholarships and work-study 
opportunities, including the application processes; (c) An overview of student loan options with an emphasis 
on the repayment obligations a student borrower assumes regardless of program completion, including the 
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likely consequences of default and sample monthly repayment amounts based on a range of student levels of 
indebtedness; (d) An overview of financial literacy, including basic money management skills such as living 
within a budget and handling credit and debt; (e) Average salaries for a wide range of jobs; (f) Perspectives from 
a diverse group of students who are or were recipients of financial aid, including student loans; and (g) Contact 
information for local financial aid resources and the federal student aid ombudsman’s office. This should be 
done by directly referencing or linking to the website on the Conditions of Award statement provided to each 
recipient. Institutions may also require non-SNG students to participate in all or portions of the counseling. 
(RCW 28B.76.502)

Financial Aid Due Dates – No Date – Public baccalaureate institutions must provide financial aid application 
due dates and distribution policies on institutional websites, including whether financial aid is awarded on a 
rolling basis for prospective and admitted students. (RCW 28B.92.005)

Running Start Fees – No Date – All public, baccalaureate institutions in collaboration with relevant student 
associations, shall aim to have all students who can benefit from low-income Running Start fee waivers take 
advantage of these waivers. Institutions shall make every effort to communicate to students and their families 
the benefits of such waivers and provide assistance to students and their families on how to apply. (RCW 
28A.600.310)

Middle-Income Families – No Date – OFM – Shall annually report to the Opportunity Scholarship Board, 
the Governor, and the relevant legislative committees regarding the percentage of Washington households with 
incomes in the middle-income bracket or higher (between 200-500% of the 2010 federal poverty level). (RCW 
28B.145.060(5))

Aid Disbursement – No Date – WSAC in consultation with the four-year institutions of higher education and 
the SBCTC, shall develop award criteria and methods of disbursement based on level of need, and not solely on 
a first-come, first-served basis. (RCW 28B.92.060(2))

Other

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17

New in 2018 
Graham, WA Community College Feasibility Study – State Board for Community and Technical Colleges – 
June 30, 2019 – The state board will continue the feasibility study for a potential new community and technical 
college in the Graham, Washington area that was first authorized by section 605, chapter 4, Laws of 2015 3rd 
sp. Sess and shall specifically address the intent of pursuing the establishment of a community college in the 
Graham. (SB 6032 Section 601, 2018 Session Law)

Bothell, WA Biomedical Industry Cluster – Cascadia Community College – No Date – Cascadia CC will 
convene a task force with the University of Washington–Bothell and the representatives from the Canyon Park 
biomedical industry cluster to (a) identify workforce development needs of the area’s biomedical cluster and (b) 
engage in the city of Bothell’s master planning process to ensure that the retention and expansion of this industry 
cluster and its workforce are adequately represented in the process. (SB 6032 Section 601, 2018 Session Law)

Kitsap/Olympic Peninsula Feasibility Study – Western Washington University – December 2018 – Study 
of the feasibility of the university creating a four–year degree–granting campus on the Kitsap or Olympic 
peninsula. The university shall submit a report on the findings of the study to the governor and appropriate 
committees of the legislature by December 2018. (SB 6032 Section 607, 2018 Session Law)
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Emissions Reductions – October 1, 2016 – Each even-numbered year – Each state agency shall report to the 
department the actions taken to meet the emission reduction targets under the strategy for the preceding fiscal 
biennium. (RCW 70.235.050) 

Emissions Reductions – July 1, 2020 – Meet statewide GHG emission limits and reduce emissions to 15% 
below 2005 levels. By 2035, 25% below 2005 levels. By 2050, to the greater of 57.5% below 2005 levels or 70% 
below the expected state government emissions that year. (RCW 70.235.050) 

Purchasing Recycled Content – No Date – Purchase 100% recycled content white cut sheet bond paper used in 
office printers and copiers. (RCW 43.19A.022) 

Paper Conservation – No Date – Develop and implement a paper conservation program with a goal of at least 
30% reduction in current paper use, and a paper recycling program to encourage recycling of all paper products 
with the goal of recycling 100% of all copy and printing paper in all buildings with 25 employees or more. 
(RCW 70.95.725)

Public Comment at Meetings – No Date – Governing boards must provide time for public comment at 
meetings. Governing boards of four-year institutions of higher education are also required to make public their 
proposals for tuition and fee increases 21 days before considering adoption, and also to allow opportunity for 
public comment. This requirement applies from the 2011-12 academic year through the 2014-15 academic year. 
This requirement does not apply if the omnibus appropriations act has not passed the Legislature by May 15. 
(RCW 28B.15.067)

Public Meeting Agendas – No Date – Public agencies with governing bodies must make the agenda of each 
regular meeting of the governing body available online no later than twenty-four hours in advance of the 
published start time of the meeting. (RCW 42.30.077)


