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+ As a result of this session, you will: 
– Learn the evolution of higher education institutions and systems in Washington

– Know where Washington’s colleges and universities are located

– Understand the different types and purposes of institutions
– Know what kinds of degrees are offered at each institution type and if there are 

particular niche institutions for certain majors
– Understand the collaborative work we do in the higher ed space in Washington to 

support student success 

– Know where to find resources and organizations to support students in making 
decisions on first-time college enrollment and transfer

Objectives:



+ How many of each type of institution are in WA? 
+ Can you name some of them?
+ Where are they located?
+ Bonus: Name a mascot

Public and independent 4-year and 2-year institutions



Public colleges and universities



+ GONZAGA UNIVERSITY  Founded: 1887
Spokane, Washington

+ HERITAGE UNIVERSITY Founded: 1981
Toppenish, Washington

+ PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY Founded: 1890
Tacoma, Washington

+ SAINT MARTIN’S UNIVERSITY Founded: 1895
Lacey, Washington 98503

+ SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY Founded: 1891
Seattle, Washington

+ SEATTLE UNIVERSITY Founded: 1891
Seattle, Washington

+ UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND Founded: 1888

Tacoma, Washington

+ WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY Founded: 1892
College Place, Washington 

+ WHITMAN COLLEGE Founded: 1883
Walla Walla, Washington 

+ WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY Founded: 1890
Spokane, Washington 99251

Independent non-profit colleges/universities



Community and Technical Colleges



+ Land Grant: Critical piece of US agricultural history; they are higher education 
institutions that receive benefits from the Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890. These laws 
provided states with federally-controlled land and funding to establish universities and 
colleges focused on teaching the sciences, technology, and agriculture, an expansion 
of higher education's traditional focus on liberal arts, so members of the working 
classes could obtain a liberal, practical education.

+ A key component of the land-grant system is payment of federal grant funds to each 
state to establish an agricultural experiment station in connection with the land-grant 
institution there. Additionally, the Smith-Lever Act of 1914 created a Cooperative 
Extension Service associated with each land-grant institution. 

+ Today there are a total of 112 land grant institutions in the US, of which 19 are 
historically black and 33 are tribal.

+ What are the two Land Grant institutions in WA?

History: How they came to be



+ Flagship: A flagship university tends to be the most known university in its state. It is 
generally the first public university ever founded and the one that receives the most 
support from the state government. 

+ In 1854, territorial governor Isaac Stevens recommended the establishment of a 
university in the Washington Territory. It was opened on November 4, 1861, as the 
Territorial University of Washington.

+ In 1895, the university relocated to it’s current site in northeast Seattle.
+ What is the name of this university?

History: How they came to be



+ Normal School: Normal School movement began in Massachusetts in 
1839. The goal of normal schools was to produce educators qualified to 
inspire in their pupils a thirst for learning, not just a literate authority 
figure who listened to recitations and delved out punishment. 

+ “Teachers Colleges” – now comprehensive universities
+ What are the three institutions in WA that were founded as Normal 

schools? 

History: How our colleges came to be



+ Research university: Offer undergraduate, master's, and doctoral programs. Research is part of the mission of 
these schools; faculty members are expected to place a priority on research as well as teaching. Composed of 
several colleges, including a college of liberal arts, all of which usually share a single campus. They also offer 
programs in professional fields such as nursing, architecture, communications, the arts, and engineering. Usually 
larger; TAs more likely to teach lower-division courses.

+ Liberal arts college: Offer a liberal education across the arts, humanities, social sciences, and sciences. Primarily 
award undergraduate degrees; faculty focused on teaching, although many offer opportunities for students to be 
involved in and conduct research. Usually small to medium-sized schools, they typically enroll fewer than 5,000 
students, with most living on campus. 

+ Comprehensive: Enroll a large number of undergraduates and offer an array of master’s degrees and in some 
instance a small number of doctoral degrees. Many were founded as teacher colleges (or “normal schools”). Faculty 
engage in research, although not with the emphasis at research universities. Have heavier teaching loads and less 
likely to have TAs teaching. Most are public, accept the majority of applicants, and compared to major research 
universities or liberal arts colleges, serve a more diverse student body in terms of age, ethnicity, part-time status, 
first-generation and socioeconomic background.

Types of Higher Ed Institutions – Four-year



+ Direct Transfer Agreement (DTA) Associate Degree
– Washington’s most popular and flexible transfer degree.

– Meets most lower division general education requirements at four-year colleges.

– Transfers to all public, and many private, four-year colleges.

+ Associate of Science – Transfer (AS–T) Degree
– For students who want to earn a bachelor’s degree in engineering or science.

– Fewer general education courses than the DTA so that students can take lower division major classes 
at the community or technical college. Students take remaining general education and major 
requirements at the four-year college after transfer.

– Transfers to all public, and many private, four-year colleges.

Community and Technical College transferable degrees



+ Major Related Programs (MRPs)
DTA and AS-T course plans that prepare students for bachelor’s degrees in:

– Biology

– Computer science

– Engineering

– Music

– Business

– Construction management

– Math education

– Nursing

– Degree offerings differ among colleges. Four-year colleges that do not participate in a certain MRP 
will treat the MRP like a basic DTA or AS-T degree.

Community and Technical College transferable degrees



+ Associate of Applied Science (AAS): A two-year degree for students who want to start a career 
immediately after graduation. Examples include accounting, marketing, business technology, nursing, 
computer science and advanced manufacturing. 
– These degrees do not transfer to a university.

+ Associate of Applied Science-Transfer (AAS-T): A two-year, job-training degrees. They prepare students 
for immediate employment. 
– These degrees transfer only to:

• Applied baccalaureate degrees at community or technical colleges.
• Universities that have an agreement with the community or technical college issuing the degree.

+ Applied Baccalaureate degree (BAS): Students who earn an AAScan take two more years of upper-level 
coursework at the community or technical college to earn a four-year degree. 
– BAS - Bachelor of Applied Science
– BSN - Bachelor of Science in Nursing
– BAT - Bachelor of Applied Technology
– Not a traditional BA degree and may not be accepted at some universities as meeting 

requirements for Master’s programs.

Community and Technical College – Other degrees



Washington state is a model for collaborating across sectors to support 
student success 



+ College Locators and Exploration Sites:
– SBCTC: Explore our Washington Community and Technical Colleges

– Council of Presidents: Washington Public Four-Year Colleges and Universities

– Independent Colleges of Washington

+ Transfer Information:
– Major Related Programs (MRPs)

– Types of Degrees and Certificates (SBCTC)

Resources

https://www.sbctc.edu/our-colleges/explore-colleges/default.aspx
https://councilofpresidents.org/institutions/
https://icwashington.org/page/member_colleges
https://www.sbctc.edu/colleges-staff/programs-services/transfer/major-related-programs.aspx
https://www.sbctc.edu/becoming-a-student/right-degree-you/types-of-degrees.aspx


Thank you!


