
 

 

Quick Guide: 2026-27 Minimum Admissions Requirements for WA Public Universities 
For First-Year, First-Time Student Admissions 

 

University1  Important Dates Application 
Type 

Essay Requirement Standardized Test Policy Application 
Fee2 

Admit Rate and 
Middle 50% 

admitted GPA  

WAGAP Participating 
Institution  

Placement Testing  

Central Washington 
University  
 
 

Priority admissions Jan. 31 Common App or 
Institutional App 
accepted 

Essay required only 
for students with a 
GPA under 2.5. May 
be required for 2.99 
GPA or below. 

Test optional policy 
The SAT or ACT is not required for admission 
of all first-year applicants. 

$60  Rate: 88% 
GPA 3.3  

Yes. Students still must 
submit their application, 
an unofficial transcript, 
and final transcripts after 
graduation. 
 

English and Math –   
Accuplacer and 
ALEKS Regular admissions Open until full 

Financial aid priority Jan. 31 

College Decision Day May 1 

Eastern Washington 
University  
 
 

Priority admissions Feb. 1 Common App or 
Institutional App 
accepted 

No Test not considered policy 
Students do not need to submit test scores 
to be considered for admission or automatic 
scholarships. EWU will not use test scores 
when making an official admissions 
decision, awarding an automatic scholarship 
offer, or determining eligibility for the Honors 
Program. 

$65 
 

Rate: 89% 
GPA: 3.31 

Yes. Students still must 
submit their application, 
an unofficial transcript, 
and final transcripts after 
graduation. 
 

English and Math – 
Multiple Measure 
Placement  Regular admissions Sept. 1 

Financial aid priority Feb. 1 

College Decision Day May 1 

The Evergreen State 
College  
 
 

Early priority admissions Dec. 1 Common App or 
Institutional App 
accepted 

If no SAT/ACT score, 
then an essay is 
required. 
 

Test optional policy 
Students do not need to submit test scores, 
but if they choose not to, must submit an 
alternative. Submitted test scores will be 
considered along with all the information 
provided in a student’s application. Instead 
of submitting test scores, students can 
submit an essay answering a specific 
prompt. 

$60 Rate: 96% 
GPA 3.14 

Yes. Students still must 
submit their application, 
final transcripts after 
graduation. 

No  

Priority admissions Feb. 1 

Regular admissions Sept. 1 

Financial aid priority Feb. 1 

College Decision Day May 1 

University of 
Washington Bothell  
 
 

Priority admissions Nov. 15 Common App Yes Test not required policy 
 

$70 Rate: 88% 
GPA: 3.5-3.8 

N/A English and Math – 
Directed Self-
Placement Regular admissions Jan. 15 

Financial aid priority Jan. 15 

College Decision Day May 1 

University of 
Washington - 
Seattle campus 

Priority admissions N/A Common App Yes  Test not required policy 
 
 
 
 

$85  Rate: 44% 
 
GPA: 3.75-3.98 

N/A English and Math – 
Self-Placement  

Regular admissions Nov. 15 

Financial aid priority Feb. 28  

College Decision Day May 1 



 

University1  Important Dates Application 
Type 

Essay Requirement Standardized Test Policy Application 
Fee2 

Admit Rate and 
Middle 50% 

admitted GPA  

WAGAP Participating 
Institution  

Placement Testing  

University of 
Washington 
Tacoma  

Priority admissions Nov. 15 Common App  Yes Test not required policy 
 
 

$60  Rate: 87% 
GPA: 3.3-3.8 

Yes English and Math -
Modified placement 
exam based on ACC-
AAF exam or Tacoma 
Directed Self 
Placement Math Test 
(DSP), Writing 
Selection Survey  

Regular admissions May 31  

Financial aid priority   Jan. 15 

College Decision Day May 1 

Washington State 
University – all 
campuses 

Priority admissions March 31 
 
 

Common App or 
Institutional App 
accepted 

No Test not considered policy 
Beginning with the Fall 2022 admission 
cycle, the Washington State University (WSU) 
system, including all campuses, will neither 
require nor use test scores for admission 
consideration. 

$70 Pullman 
Rate: 87.4% 
GPA 3.29-3.86 
 
Tri-Cities 
Rate: 83.4% 
GPA: 3.11-3.75 
 
Vancouver 
Rate: 81.6% 
GPA: 3.18-3.81 

Yes. Students still must 
submit their application, 
an unofficial transcript, 
and final transcripts after 
graduation. 

English and Math – 
ALEKS and Writing 
Placement Process 

Regular admissions N/A  

Financial aid priority March 31  

College Decision Day May 1 

Western 
Washington 
University 

Priority admissions Nov. 1 Common App or 
Institutional App 
accepted 

No Test optional policy 
 

$70 Rate: 94% 
GPA: 3.1-3.8 

Yes. Students still must 
submit their application, 
an unofficial transcript, 
and final transcripts after 
graduation. 

Math – ALEKS 

Regular admissions Jan. 31 

Financial aid priority Jan. 31  

College Decision Day May 1 

1. Letters of reference are not required at Washington public universities.  
2. Application fee waivers are available at all Washington public universities; see each university’s admissions webpage below for details.  
 
Note: All Washington public universities use a holistic admissions process; see each university’s admissions webpage below for details. 
 
University admissions webpages:  
 

• Central Washington University: cwu.edu/admissions-aid • University of Washington – Seattle campus: admit.washington.edu 

• Eastern Washington University: ewu.edu/apply/contact • University of Washington Tacoma: tacoma.uw.edu/admissions 

• The Evergreen State College: evergreen.edu/admissions-and-aid • Washington State University – all campuses: admission.wsu.edu 

• University of Washington Bothell: uwb.edu/admissions • Western Washington University: admissions.wwu.edu 
 
Washington Public Universities website:  
 

• wapublicuniversities.org 
Scan the QR code or visit councilofpresidents.org/_admissions 

to view, share, and print additional copies. 

https://cwu.edu/admissions-aid/
https://admit.washington.edu/
https://ewu.edu/apply/contact/
https://tacoma.uw.edu/admissions
https://evergreen.edu/admissions-and-aid
https://admission.wsu.edu/
https://uwb.edu/admissions/
https://admissions.wwu.edu/
https://wapublicuniversities.org/
http://councilofpresidents.org/_admissions

